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excellent ones – actually admit the majority of their applicants. That’s true for schools on the
West and East coasts, and all points in between.

Forget acceptance rates: More affordable options are available
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▶Would the student be better served by the intimacy of a relatively small school, or would
they thrive in a large school?

▶What’s the student-to-faculty ratio? What kind of support networks are available, both
during the undergrad years and after graduation?

▶Are arts or athletics important to the student? If so, are the right kind of extracurricular
programs available at the school?

▶What kind of hidden fees or costs does a particular school come saddled with? At some
schools, if you want to study abroad, you must pay for the privilege; at other schools, that perk
is fully covered.

▶Do art supplies and athletic trips come out of your own pocket, or are they subsidized by the
school? What about “technology fees”?

If you’re a middle- or low-income student attending college, these questions are not trivial.

It's easy to come up with dozens of factors to evaluate a college that are more important than
its selectivity. But people have been hypnotized by the 1% into hyperfocusing on a single
metric.

The result is that families take a multidimensional experience like college and try to boil it
down to a lone number tied to admission rates. That approach just doesn't work when it comes
to finding the right school, and it has led to the insanity permeating the college application
process.

Quality higher education is not a scarce resource in the United States. It’s widely available and
largely affordable. The sooner we stop letting a tiny percentage of schools paint a distorted
picture of the higher education landscape, the better.

Scott E. Feller is president of Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

https://www.wabash.edu/



